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Fourth Year of Record Enrollment 
As the Forum went to press, 
enrollment for the fall semes-
ter stood at 9,324 students, a 
12.6 percent increase over 
last fall at this time and the 
highest enrollment in GVSU's 
history. The number of credit 
hours for which students have 
registered this fall is up 
10.84 percent over last year. 
"We' re showing increases in 
subject areas within each aca-
demic division, 11 says Robert 
Fletcher, Assistant Vice Pres-
ident and Dean of Academic 
Services. He attribu-tes the 
enrollment hike to the sche-
duling of evening classes in 
the university's new L.V. 
Eberhard Center in downtown 
Convocation Honors Faculty, Scholars, Alumni 
Twenty-five years ago, 226 
students began their studies 
as the first freshman class at 
GVSU. 
Last week over 20 of those 
alumni returned to campus to 
attend the annual convocation 
ceremony. 
"In 1963, Grand Valley was 
one building, 25 faculty and 
staff, and just over 200 
students," said President Lub-
bers iri his opening remarks. 
"I'm sure those of you who 
have returned today noticed 
the many changes around you." 
ness in spite of its growth. 
People here smile at one ano-
ther," Johnston said. 
Speaking as a representative 
of that first class and presi-
dent of the first student gov-
ernment at GVSU, he said, 
"People here still take time 
out of their busy day to lis-
ten and to care." 
Johnston has two sons at-
tending GVSU -- one a senior 
and one a freshman. He chal-
lenged faculty, staff, and 
students as they began another 
academic year to "continue the 
spirit of inquiry and discov-
ery that allows us to become." 
Grand Valley State University 
Grand Rapids, as well as to 
the availability of student 
housing and the variety and 
the quality of the academic 
programs offered at GVSU. 
Late registration is con-
tinuing so enrollment numbers 
might change slightly. 
President Lubbers presented 
the Outstanding Teacher Award 
to English Professor Sharon 
Whitehill. She is a graduate 
of GVSU and has been teaching 
here since 1970. 
"You have been an outstand-
ing teacher since coming to 
us," Lubbers said. "High 
evaluations from your students 
and your peers have been con-
sistent and attest to your ef-
fectiveness in the classroom. 
students have commented on the 
helpfulness of your written 
comments on their writing. 
You not only hold office hours 
for your students; you also 
hold writing hours." 
Continued on Page 2 
Yet, according to pioneer 
student Joe Johnston, Grand 
Valley maintains its "spirit 
of helpfulness and friendli-
President Lubbers Awarded Honorary Degree 
The Grand Valley Forum is 
published every Monday dur-
ing the academic year and 
biweekly during the summer 
by the Public Relations Of-
fice. Copy deadline is the 
Tuesday noon prior to pub-
lication. All materials 
should be sent to Sharon 
Coeling, editor, Public Re-
lations Office, 24 Zumberge 
Library, GVSU, Allendale, MI 
49401; Telephone: 895-2221. 
Grand Valley State University 
is an Equal Opportunity, 
Affirmative Action Institu-
tion. 
Hope College has awarded 
President Lubbers an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Humane 
Letters. Lubbers accepted the 
honor at Hope's Convocation 
held on the evening of August 
30. 
Lubbers is a distinguished 
alumnus of Hope. His father, 
Irwin J. Lubbers, also gradu-
ated from Hope and served as 
President there from 1945 to 
1963. 
After graduating from Hol-
land High school, Arend Lub-
bers decided to follow in his 
father's footsteps by also at-
tending Hope. 
"Some people want to go away 
from home for college," he 
said. "Just the opposite was 
true for me. I was only in-
terested in staying. I _ had 
the opportunity to see college 
from two viewpoints: that of 
the presiqent and a student at 
the same time. It was a good 
education for my future." 
In conferring the honorary 
d'egree upon Lubbers, Hope Col-
lege President John H. Jacob-
son recognized that "the out-
standing achievements as Pres-
ident of Grand Valley state 
University and the other ac-
complishments of your profes-
Continued on Page 2 
Convocation Honors Faculty, Scholars, Alumni 
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Lubbers presented Whitehill 
with a plaque and a $500 
check. 
Pierre Edmond Robert, pro-
fessor of French, was honored 
as the recipient of this 
year's award for Distinguished 
Contribution to Discipline. 
Robert is currently on sab-
batical in France. 
Lubbers cited Robert's work 
in the area of French litera-
ture. He has been teaching at 
Grand Valley since 1969 and 
has concentrated on the study 
of 20th century French liter-
ary figures. One of his crit-
ical -studies was published in 
1986 and a French publisher is 
currently working on publish-
ing two more of his works. 
Stephen Ford, who has been 
director of the library at 
GVSU since 1962, and has been 
part of the university longer 
than anyone else, gave the 
convocation address. 
He titled his speech "Myths 
and Realities: the Library in 
the University." He addressed 
such issues as developing an 
on-line computer system for 
the library; library funding; 
inter-library cooperation; and 
the purpose of the library. 
"The library is an arena for 
individual intellectual ex-
ploration and discovery," Ford 
said. "We browse in it until 
previously unknown volumes are 
found that challenge the ima-
gination, open new vistas, and 
President Lubbers Awarded Honorary Degree 
Continued from Page 1 
sional life give ample warrant 
for this degree." 
In response to receiving the 
honor, Lubbers said, "For 
nearly a decade I watched as 
sons and daughters of Hope 
returned to this place to re-
ceive honor from their alma 
Across Campus 
Federal Relations Director 
To Visit 
Federal Relations Director 
Bob Toft will be on Campus 
September 6 through 9 . He 
will lead a workshop on "In-
troduction to Proposal Writ-
ing" on Wednesday, September 
7, from 3 to 5 p.m. Toft will 
also be available to meet with 
faculty and staff on an indi-
vidual basis at other times 
during his visit. 
To set up an appointment or 
to reserve a place at the 
workshop, call Marie Noe, ex-
tension 2187. 
mater. To be summoned here so 
that my alma mater can recog-
nize that in some measure I 
have fulfilled the responsi-
bilities and lived according 
to the values, ranks with any 
approbation I receive from 
family and friends as a source 
of highest personal satisfac-
tion. 
Gallery Opens 
With Faculty Art Show 
The Calder Gallery is fea-
turing the recent work of GVSU 
communication and art faculty 
in an exhibit that runs 
through September 23. 
The display includes photo-
graphs, sculpture, and paint-
ing. Works of the following 
faculty members are featured: 
Robert Burns 
James Clover 
Gretchen Garner 
Dellas Henke 
Donald Kerr 
David McGee 
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lift the human spirit. we 
need to be sure we have guar-
antees we can continue to have 
this arena along with the mir-
acle of the information revo-
lution." 
President Lubbers also used 
the convocation ceremony to 
recognize 25 years of academic 
service for seven members of 
the faculty and administra-
tion: Marvin Devries, Stephen 
Ford, Donald Hall, Arthur 
Hills, Glenn Niemeyer, Louis 
Rus, and John Tevebaugh. 
The President also recog-
nized the incoming Presiden-
tial, Paul I. Phillips, Vale-
dictorian, and Community Col-
lege Distinguished Graduate 
Scholars. 
"In a sense, all of the peo-
ple and events that comprised-
the 'Hope experience' for me 
more than 35 years ago are 
honored in the recognition of 
the modest accomplishments of 
an alumnus whom they formed, 
shaped, and set on his 
course." 
Daleene Menning 
Joanne Miller 
Deanna Morse 
Rosalyn Muskovitz 
David Rathbun 
Beverly Seley 
Robert Sheardy 
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and until 7 p.m. on Thursdays. 
SIS Up and Running 
The new Student Information 
System (SIS), an on-line inte-
grated database, is now in op-
eration. 
Continued on Page 3 
Welcome to GVSU 
Thomas Gruszka, assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics and com-
puter science . 
He has worked as an adjunct 
lecturer and a teaching assis-
tant at the University of Ari-
zona. He has his M.S. and 
Ph.D. degrees from that uni-
versity and a B.S. from Ro-
chester Institute of Technol-
ogy. 
Frances McCrea, assistant pro-
fessor of sociology. 
Faculty Sketches 
Antonio Herrera, associate 
professor of education, was a 
speaker for the 31st annual 
Judicial Conference of Circuit 
Recorders and Court of Appeals 
Judges sponsored by the State 
Court Administrative Office 
and the Michigan Supreme 
Court. Herrera spoke on "Time 
Management in the Courts" on 
August 24 at the Boyne High-
lands in Harbor Springs. 
Katherine Kim, associate 
professor of nursing, present-
ed a paper entitled "Instruc-
tion Speed and Response Time 
as Function of Health care 
Learning" at the Health Educa-
tion Conference held at the 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in 
May. 
Along with her colleagues 
Mary Horan, associate profes-
sor of nursing , and Phyllis 
Gendler, assistant professor 
of nursing, Kim presented a 
paper entitled "Psychometric 
Analysis of the Osteoporosis 
Health Belief Scale" at the 
Midwest Nursing Research Soci-
ety Annual Conference held in 
Wichita, Kansas, in April. 
Doris Rucks, associate pro-
fessor of sociology and coor-
dinator of women's studies, 
presented a paper at the tenth 
annual conference of the Na-
tional Women's Studies Associ-
ation at the University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis. The 
conference theme was "Women's 
Alliances for Social Change" 
@ir~n n~l.l 
UNMRSITY !f'Yln]~LI\1U 
She has worked as a visiting 
assistant professor at Kalama-
zoo College, and an instructor 
and a doctoral associate at 
Western Michigan University. 
She has her M.A. and Ph.D. de-
grees from WMU and a B.S. from 
GVSU. 
William Osborn, assistant pro-
fessor of English. 
He has served as a lecturer 
in English at Santa Clara Uni-
and the title of Rucks' paper 
was "So You've Been Asked to 
Develop a Women's Studies Pro-
gram." 
Laura Gardner Salazar, pro-
fessor of communications, 
chaired the program for the 
annual American Alliance for 
Theatre and Education confer-
r 
Across Campus 
Continued from Page 2 
SIS ties together via compu-
ter the offices of Admissions, 
Records, Registration, Finan-
cial Aids, Computer Center, 
and Accounting. These offices 
now all share the same data-
base through the IBM 4381 
mainframe. 
The system allows staff to 
communicate effectively and 
efficiently in such areas as 
course requests, tuition/room/ 
board calculations, determin-
ing the open/closed status of 
classes, linking financial aid 
awards with admissions, regis-
tration and billing, and ob-
taining historical academic 
transcripts. 
Lynn Blue, registrar, will 
present training sessions on 
the SIS for any faculty or 
staff member who wishes to at-
tend. Sessions will be held 
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. in the 
second floor training lab in 
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versity and at California 
State University, Hayward. He 
has his Ph.D. from the State 
University of New York at 
Binghamton and a M. F. A. from 
Bowling Green State Universi-
ty. 
Joan VanTimmeren, secretary in 
the psychology department . 
She has formerly worked in 
various clerical positions on 
campus on a call-in basis. 
ence held August 2-5 in Port-
land, Oregon. Salazar will 
also serve as program chair 
for the 1989 conference to be 
held in New York City. While 
in Portland, Salazar was elec-
ted president of the Inter-
national Amateur Theatre Asso-
ciation--USA Center. 
Manitou Hall on September 8, 
13 , 16, 19, 2 o, 21, and 2 3. 
Enrollment is limited to 15 
participants per session. 
Call Marcia, at extension 3327 
to reserve a space. 
Irwin Club Assistant 
Appointed 
Gary D. Martin, Women's 
Track and Cross Country Coach 
at GVSU , will also serve as a 
part-time Irwin CLub assistant 
for this academic year. His 
responsibilities will include 
solicitation of new members, 
event scheduling, and special 
projects. 
Calendar of Events 
Tuesday. August 30 - Friday. September 23 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., weekdays: til 7 p.m. on Thursdays: Art 
Exhibit. GVSU Faculty Show, including recent works 
by communications and art faculty. Calder Art 
Gallery. 
Thursday. September a 
3 p.m.: Women's tennis. GVSU at Kalamazoo Valley. 
Friday. September 9 
Volleyball. GVSU at Ball State. 
Saturday. September 10 
10:30 a.m.: Women's cross country. GVSU at Calvin . 
11 a.m.: Men's cross country. GVSU at Calvin. 
6 p.m.: Football~ GVSU at Western Illinois. 
Volleyball: GVSU at Ball State. 
Sunday. September 11 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof 
Center. 
' 6 p.m.: Catholic mass. 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday. September 12 
3 p.m.: Women's tennis. Grand Rapids Junior College 
at GVSU. 
Tuesday. September 13 
4: 4 5 p. m. : Women's cross country. GVSU at H·ope 
Invitational, Holland. 
5 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSU at Michigan ;State. 
Friday. September 16 
Volleyball. GVSU at St. Cloud. 
Saturday. September 17 
10 a.m.: .Women's tennis. Saginaw Valley at GVSU. 
12 noon: Women's cross country. GVSU a·t Midwest 
College. 
12:45 p.m. Men1 s cross country. GVSU at Midwest 
College. 
1:30p.m.: Football. GVSU at Winona State. 
Volleyball: Gvs·u at st. Cloud. 
Sunday. September 18 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof 
Center. 
6 'p.m.: Catholic mass. 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday. September 19 
3:30-5:io p.m., L.V. Eberhard Center, 
7:30-9:30 p . m., Frauenthal Center for the Performing 
Arts, Muskegon: Lecture. Former National Security 
Council member Raymond Tanter on "The Arab-Israel 
Dilemma." Free. 
Continued on Page 5 
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Calendar of Events 
continued from Page 4 
Friday. September 23 
6 p.m.: Volleyball. Michigan Tech at GVSU. 
Saturday. September 24 
11 a.m.: Women's and men's cross country. 
Ferris Invitational. 
GVSU at 
12 noon: Volleyball. 
1:30 p.m.: Football. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball. 
Northern Michigan at GVSU. 
St. Francis of Illinois at GVSU. 
Northern Kentucky at GVSU. 
Sunday. September 25 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof 
Center. 
12 noon: 
6 p.m.: 
Volleyball. Lewis at GVSU. 
Catholic mass . 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday. September 26 
3:30-5:30 p.m., L.V. Eberhard Center, Grand Rapids; 
7:30-9:30 p.m., Frauenthal Center for the Performing 
Arts, Muskegon: Lecture. Former National Security 
Council member Raymond Tanter on "The Abortive Peace 
Process: 1979-1972." Free. 
Tuesday, September 27 - Friday, November 4 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., weekdays; til 7 p.m. on Thursdays: Art 
Exhibit. "The New Figure," figure drawings by Dellas 
Henke, Kathryn Myers, and Judith Roode. Calder Art 
Gallery. 
7 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSU at Hillsdale. 
Wednesday, September 28 
3 p.m.: Women's tennis. GVSU at Grand Rapids Junior 
College. 
Friday, September 30 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. The Wellspring Dance 
Collaborative. Modern dance company, blending 
original choreography with visual imagery. Free. 
Calder Fine Arts Center. 
1 
3 
7 
p.m.: 
Calder 
p.m.: 
p.m.: 
Opening reception for artists at exhibit. 
Art Gallery. 
Women's tennis. GVSU at Wayne State. 
Volleyball. Wayne State at GVSU. 
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